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that their covenants be kept before their worshipful brothers by ever-
present reminder.

Youth Owes Deference to the Wisdom of the Forefathers

MAN is, no doubt, a gregarious being by nature, but this tendency

binds him to small groups of individuals only—the family, the clan,
or the pecople he knows. When the group grows in numbers and is left
to its own inclinations, it falls asunder and disintegrates. Practices nec-
essary to keep together large communities are, therefore, not innate in
man, just as many branches of knowledge and activity necessary for what
we have come to call civilized life are not innate in him. In regard to all
such matters there arises the necessity of training and inculcating habits,
which involves effort, restraint and discipline, and cannot, in itself, appeal
to the young. In youth, all are inexperienced and to the same extent
unhesitating and assertive. The blood flows hot in the veins; passion and
the pursuit of pleasure, prosperity and eminence—necessary and laudable
at that time of life—prevent us from viewing clearly wider issues and paus-
ing long enough to meditate on the interests of the race as a whole. The
stores of observation and thought accumulated by calm and far-sighted
clders, who have fought through life’s struggles and possess knowledge cs-
sential for guarding the destinies of a nation, arc not perceivable to the
young, and the value of such knowledge is unknown to them. On account
of these inevitable circumstances, debates and arguments between parents
and children, the aged and the young, are seldom fruitful; and it is for-
tunate when trust and affection and other qualities of the heart are there
to supplement and assist the reasoning. The success of the British nation
has, no doubt, been in a considerable measure promoted by the education
given to the youth of the leading classes, who for generations were sent
away from home to the great public schools of Eton, Harrow and others,
and were trained in an attitude of deference and a habit of yielding willingly
to their elders and superiors and to their own elected captains. Jewish
youths, on the other hand, are often under the impression that restraint
is tyrannical and illiberal, unless the reason and justification for all acts
is made clear to them. Unfortunately, what they are not aware of is that
at their period of. growth and development, and in regard to matters far
more essential than any they can learn at school, the terms they ask for
are unrcalizable; as unrecalizable as, let us say, for a butterfly at the stage
of a caterpillar to conccive how life and the world will appear to it when
it enters its arena as an imago. And so, when left to act according to its
lights, youth does away readily with precedents, traditional practices and
all the invaluable guidance which is embodied and crystallized in ancestral
rituals and rites. Wherever this course has a free way, disappointment
and failure follow, from causes fatal and apparently unaccountable, with,
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as a last stage, disappcarance of the actors from the scenes of the world.
Thus, the two scemingly recondite scetions of that momentous command-
ment are bound together in natural sequence:
* Honor thy Father and Mother;
“That thy days may be prolonged upon the land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee.”

The Heritage of Generations vs Not to be Idly Tested by Logic

HE ncgative attitude of the youth towards national customs becomes
the more perilous when parcnts—who, as a rule, sce clearly the
cxtreme importance of being trusted, in many matters blindly, by their
children—do not perceive as clearly the gravity of the instructions left
to them by their own fathers and forefathers. Complaisance and encour-
agement are then shown by seniors to a neglect of traditions sometimes
affecting the very existence of the people; rclief from limitations and trou-
ble involved in observing the law is welecomed under the guise of emancipa-
tion ; and an eagerness is stimulated to copy what to the inexperienced and
uninitiated glitters as the superior ways of a latest-phase civilization. It
would be hard to find an illusion and self-deception better calculated to
destroy our own inheritance of culture and lcarning and our ancient
brotherhood. No parent or communal leader, not even the most enlight-
ened, can expect to discover by his personal experience what a nation has
learned in the thousands of years and the endless vicissitudes of its exist-
ence; and no man or woman need be ashamed to obey, on the faith in the
wisdom and solicitude of their people, a rule of guidance the inwardness
of which their own learning has not cnabled them to penetrate.

Those of us who incline to be over-insistent on knowing the rationale
of all things lose perhaps some sight of the fact that all our understanding
consists only of a reminiscence—approximate and terribly incomplete—
of events as they strike us and of their sequence. None of these do we
understand any further; and so we obey, without reflecting on our dignity,
sensations of hunger, taste, cold, passion, all of which have been bred in
us to ensure our preservation and welfare, and none of which we under-
stand. Our knowledge of the origin and essence of all ““laws of nature”
is in this condition. A great deal of formulated instruction reaches us
through man; and much of such instruction is man-made and we can in-
vestigate and question its reason and derivation, and at times correct it;
but the most fundamental rules of conduct, which have been handed down
to us through the traditions of untold generations, have their sources as
far removed from the vision of individuals as is the origin of the laws of
nature. The free-will and nobility of our youth will be shown in the joyful
acceptance of the faith and commands bequeathed to us by our nation. It
so happened that for many years in my personal carcer I found myself
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deprived of intimate communion with fellow-Jews. Throughout those
years I obtained consolation and support from endeavoring to observe our
specific laws to the best of my knowledge and ability. I did so not because
apprehension of personal consequences was present in my mind; but be-
cause of the conviction, in which, I think, I was not mistaken, that dis-
obedience on the part of any one of us contributes to the bringing down,
in due course, of punishment and ruin upon the whole of our kinsmen and
race; and to that apprehension and fear no man or woman should hesitate
to yield.

The Approach of Modern Science to the  Adon Olam™

HE labor and care required for carrying out our religious laws not
only do not justify any attempt to simplify or abrogate them, but
constitute one of the essential objects of our endeavor in carrying them
out in their integrity. For it is in the performance of obligations calling
for thought and effort that the character of men and their loyalty are
trained and tested, and the object of their loyalty is made dear to them
and bound up with their lives. Thus, even to this day, fervent devotees
of all faiths consecrate themselves to an austere life and even inflict pain
and martyrdom on their bodies; and similarly, during a struggle and
suffering for the safety of their country are a people uplifted and their
unselfishness and patriotism exalted. It is well in this connection to think
of the sacrifices now being borne by the youth of many countries in de-
fence of their nations. The purport of the observances demanded of the
Jews is no less far-reaching than that of the efforts made on battlefields.
In the light of such efforts it may appear a minute matter, for instance,
to teach one’s children the Hebrew blessing of the bread and to accustom
them to pronounce that blessing on the necessary occasions. Yet it is
right to say that even the mere silent thinking of these few words by the
members of our race is an act of defence and self-preservation more effi-
cacious than conquests in war. For if a Jew remembers, at the time of
partaking of food, and makes the benediction in the authentic words used
by his fellow-Jews since time immemorial the world over, he revives in him-
self, wherever he be at the moment, communion with his unyielding and im-
perishable race, together with the spirit and honorable obligations thereby
involved. :
Acquisitions and conquests inevitably draw aggression upon their pos-
sessors and sooner or later change hands; but so long as the children of
Israel will keep on uttering religiously, at the time of sitting to table, the
few consecrated words of that benediction, so long will the Lord sustain
them, and they will not fear the myriads of people that around beset them;
and as long, clearly, will they continue to be presented among the nations
of the earth. Such a result is at least as desirable as the existence and
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preservation of any people or race, or any community or nation, that man
has yet formed. Both common sense and scientific thought, which sanction
the formation and up-keep of all brotherhoods, entitle us in the highest
degree to strive for the preservation of our brotherhood and for the con-
tinuance of the spiritual influences of our people. Indeed, Science itself
would not have existed were it not that Jewish piety, learning, and un-
rivaled penetration and clarity of thought have freed the mind of man of
the condition in which the phenomena of nature appeared to him actuated
—and thus explained—by the free-will of separate independent deities.

Alone of all religious and philosophic conceptions of man, the faith
which binds together the Jews has not been harmed by the advance of
research, but on the contrary has been vindicated in its profoundest
tenets. Slowly and by degrees, passing through innumerable stages in
an analysis of the life of animals and plants and of the elemental phe-
nomena of heat, light, magnetism, electricity, chemistry, mechanics,
geology, spectroscopy, astronomy, Science is being brought to recognize
in the universe the existence of one power which is of no beginning and
no end; which has existed before all things were formed and will remain
in its integrity when all is gone; the source and origin of all, in itself
beyond any conception or image that man can form and set up before his
eye or mind; while all things perceivable as matter and force are subjected
to his inquiry and designs. This sum total of the scientific discoveries of
all lands and times is an approach of the world’s thought to our Adon
Olam, the sublime chant by means of which the Jew has wrought and will
further work the most momentous changes in the world. As immutable
as is his religious philosophy, so immutable are the canons of morality
which he has been contending for throughout the ages and is contending
for now. Truly, no law of nature operates with more fatality and pre-
cision than the law according to which those communities survive in the
strife for existence that conform the nearest to the Jewish teachings on
the relation of man to his Creator; on the ordering of time for work and
rest; on the formation of families and the duties of husband and wife,
parents and children; on the paramount obligations of truthfulness and
Jjustice between neighbor and neighbor and to the stranger within the gates.
By dint of endless trials and failures, the Nations are coming to recognize
in the Commandments handed down to them by the Jews the only possible
foundation of a prosperous and orderly life.
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